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Celebrating a star Steps family
For years, the Mazara/Ferrer family have spoken 
glowingly of their Steps experience. Their future, as 
individuals and as a family, could not be brighter—
and we could not be prouder…

Steps will do 
everything in its 
power to help 
me succeed. The 
community should 
keep supporting the 
program because 
it’s working.”

“

Steps has been  
a stress reliever 
by supporting my 
children’s educational 
needs and creating 
a supportive learning 
environment for 
them.”

“

Our new leader welcomes you
My name is Juan Cantu, the new 
Executive Director of Steps 
to Success. Since I started in 
July 2021, I have learned a 
lot about Steps, namely how 
close-knit its community is.

Steps has been a staple in Brookline for 20 
years. That time has let us connect with and 
serve whole families—those with active Steps parents 
and multiple children in the program. That’s hundreds of Brookline 
families who consider Steps an extension of their own.

Few exemplify this better than Jaden and Jonathan Mazara and their 
mother, Jameela Ferrer. The spotlight of this year’s Impact Report belongs 
to them, but the positive influence on their lives belongs to you.

Your donations sustain our long-term investment in student success 
from third grade through college graduation. We are the only program 
addressing the educational needs of Brookline students from low-
income families. Without us, they would be on their own. 

I am thrilled to welcome you to this year’s Report and hope you enjoy 
learning more about Steps’ work, our local success, and how you can 
sustain our mission for years to come.

Fondly,

 

Juan Cantu

P.S. As you may know, July 1, 2021 commenced our 20th 
year of service. You will soon receive more information 
about our 20th Anniversary celebration. Stay tuned!

}
The staff at Steps 
are good people 
who really want the 
best for me and 
make me feel like  
I belong to the  
Steps family.”

“

{

}

jaden mazara 
Started with Steps  
in the fifth grade

Favorite programs:  
After Hours University  
and Work Connections

Brookline High School,  
Class of 2022

jonathan mazara
Started with Steps  
in the fourth grade

Favorite programs:  
Winter Explorations and  
Summer Connections

Brookline High School,  
Class of 2025

jameela ferrer
Business Specialist  
at Brigham and  
Women’s Hospital

Active Steps parent

Loves the program!
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$1,058,918
Over $1M raised in Fiscal Year 2021—thank you!

FY21 Revenues
  Individual Contributions $196,779

   Government  $255,939 

  Foundations & Corporate $232,500

  Event Income $177,218

  In-Kind Income $50,000

  Misc. & Investment Income $146,482

   $1,058,918

FY21 Expenses
  Programs $592,002

   General Administration  $109,969 

  Fundraising $159,024

   $860,996

Your dollars mean  
so much to our families
 provides a semester’s worth of  

books for all of our college students

 covers the materials and food for our  
Teen Advantage after-school program

 supports two Steps families with school 
supplies, like Chromebooks and other materials

 pays for all Massachusetts college visits  
for our high school students

 allows one Steps student to  
attend summer camp for free

90%

 
90% of our college 

students are on track  
to graduate in 4-6 

years—five times the 
national average for 

low-income students!

99%

 

99% of our Career 
Connections students 

meet or exceed 
supervisor expectations—

impressive since this is 
often their first exposure 

to the workplace!

95%

95% of our elementary/
middle school students 

show measurable growth 
in enrichment subject 

matter such as  
S.T.E.M. topics.

Strengthening the 
fabric of Steps
Steps promotes equity for 
over 300 Brookline students 
from low-income families 
by expanding their horizons, 
building upon their skills, and 
supporting their educational 
journeys to maximize their life 
choices. In our 20 years, we 
have helped 5,000 students 
thrive academically through 
after-school enrichment, career 
readiness, and college success.

18%

24%

22%

17%

5%
14%

13%

18%

69%

$5,000

$2,500

$1,000

$500

$250
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Thank you,  
institutional funders!
195essential
Agnes M. Lindsay Trust
AllWays Health Partners
Allyn Family Foundation
Biogen Foundation
Boston Children’s Hospital
Boston University
Brookline Bank
Brookline Booksmith
Brookline Center  

for Community  
Mental Health

Brookline Community 
Foundation

Brookline Housing 
Authority

Cabot Family  
Charitable Trust

Capital One
City Realty Group
Comerica Charitable Trust
Cosette Fund
Eastern Bank Charitable 

Foundation
First Church in  

Chestnut Hill
Fitzgibbons Fund
Foundation To Be  

Named Later
Gregory Lombardi  

Design, Inc.
Hamilton Company 

Charitable Foundation
Harry’s

Henry E. Niles  
Foundation, Inc.

Herb and Maxine  
Jacobs Foundation

LDa Architecture  
& Interiors

Lloyd G. Balfour 
Foundation

MA Department of 
Elementary and 
Secondary Education 
(DESE)

Mary W. Harriman 
Foundation

MassBay Community 
College

MassHire Metro  
South/West

Max and Lorayne  
Cooper Foundation

Mollusca Fund
National Grid Foundation
Novartis
Parterre Garden  

Services, Inc.
Paul and Edith  

Babson Foundation
Peabody Properties, Inc.
Public Schools of Brookline
R. P. Marzilli & Co., Inc.
Rockland Trust
Sanctuary Medicinals
Simon Brothers  

Family Foundation
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Takeda Pharmaceuticals
The Boston Foundation
The Philanthropic Initiative
Thomas Anthony Pappas 

Charitable Foundation
Thomas G. Stemberg 

Foundation
TJX Foundation
Town of Brookline,  

CDBG Program

Thank you,  
SEES members!
INVESTORS

Mark and Allie Allyn
Martin Solomon

PARTNERS

Amy and David Abrams
Anonymous
Brooke and Jeff Cook
Chinwe Ukomadu and Emily Oken
Deb Gaines and Jane Morgenstern
Deborah and David Brooks
Jason and Lisa Lamont Harris
Jill Jacobs
Paul and Saskia Epstein

CHAMPIONS

David Simon
David Williams and Nyna Urovitch
Jane T. N. Fogg
Jensie and Bill Shipley
Judy Katz and Phill Mayfield
Kenny Weill
Michael and Jennifer Shea
Rachel L. Goodman
Sarah and Josh Greenhill

ADVOCATES

Amy and DJ Morse
Britt and Bernie Lee
Candy Altman and Joe Bergantino
Carol Axelrod
Courtney Church and Will Goldthwait
Ellen Perrin
Emelia Benjamin and David Pollak
Frannie Moyer
Janet Selcer and Joel Schwartz
Jim and Janet Fitzgibbons
John and Annie Hall
John Deknatel and Carol Taylor
John Stone and Sally Peterson
Judy Levenson and Mark Coven
Kate and Tony Leness
Kitty and Charlie Ames
Pete and Julia Johannsen
Peter and Abby Coffin
Peter and Sara Fleiss
Rhoda Schneider and Kim Marshall 
Rob and Chrys Schmults

LEADERS

Alan and Cecily Morse | Alisa Conner | Allan and Wendy Williams | Andy Katz-
Mayfield | Ann Coles | Annagret and Alex Sacerdote | Annie Short and Andy 
Briney | Arthur and Rebecca Sneider | Bob Miller and Kathy Reinold | Casey 
and Mike Buckley | Chobee Hoy | Christine and Robert Marzilli | Cindy and 
Roger Goldstein | Claire and Meir Stampfer | Dan Gordon | Danilo and Earlene 
Avalon | David and Emily Terry | David and Karen Firestone | Deanne and Tom 
Urmy | Debbie Levey | Diane and Robert Jaye | Erin Bickford | Gina and John 
Dineen | Happy and Bob Doran | Jackie and Scott Wellman | Jackie Borck | John and 
Stephanie Fan | John and Susan Welch | Julie Burkley and Craig Wohlers | Karen Tucker 
and Jerry Avorn | Karin and Leonard Miller | Karin Kahn and Jay Lebed | Katherine 
Stemberg and William Schnoor | Kim Sonnabend | Kristina and David Daglio | Kristine 
Kaczor and Steve Luby | Kurt and Colleen Upham | Lisa Frost and Paul Zintl | Lynn 
and Willy Osborn | Marcus Gordon and Carolyn Cline | Masu Haque-Khan and Badar 
Khan | Newell Flather | Phil Moss and Kathy Bradbury | Preble Jaques and Jess 
Shattuck | Rob Daves and Jennifer Jackson | Robin MacIlroy and William Spears | Scott 
and Candace Plotkin | Sharon and Frank Casarella | Stan and Kay Schlozman | Steve 
Hurley | Susan and Joseph Ditkoff | Tish and Steve Mead | Tom Mendelsohn and Julia 
Gittleman | Vicky Moskowitz and Lee Glickenhaus | Zoe and Bradford Stoesser

CREDITS

Writing
Tom McGrath
Juan Cantu

Steps to  
Success Staff
Sarah Fowler
Tony Wells
Jacki Osorio
Lynne Courtney

Photography
Pete Johannsen,  

Van Aiken 
Photography

Design
J Sherman Studio
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DONOR PROFILE

Meet Allison Katz-Mayfield
For Allison Katz-Mayfield, supporting educational 
equity in Brookline is personal—and it runs in 
the family! Her parents and four siblings have 
joined her with years of donations, Board 
service, and pro bono consultations.

A lasting difference  
for your neighbors
By closing the opportunity gap 
in Brookline, Steps to Success 
strengthens countless families 
and weaves a powerful legacy. 
You can help us make such an 
enduring impact. Your donation 
to Steps stays local and 
supports a cornerstone of our 
community: the success of our 
young people and their loved 
ones. Please give today!

When my mother first got involved with 
Steps, I knew I wanted to support the 
organization, too. Seeing the difference 
Steps makes in Brookline, a community 
very close to my heart, has shown me 
just how impactful giving to Steps is.”

“

Give online
stepstosuccessbrookline.org/
donate

Send a check
Payable to “Steps to Success” 
P.O. Box 470421  
Brookline, MA 02447

Recommend a DAF grant
Steps to Success, Inc,  
Federal ID: 47-1641692

Juan Cantu, Executive Director 
PO Box 470421, Brookline, MA 02447 
sts@stepstosuccessbrookline.org 
stepstosuccessbrookline.org 
617.713.5310 | 

Steps to Success, Inc. is recognized by the U.S. Internal Revenue Service as 
a tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) organization (Federal ID number 47-1641692), and 

donations are thus tax-deductible to the full extent allowable by law.


